
INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE VOTERS

The Attorney General of California has prepared the following title and summary of the chief purpose and

points of the proposed measure: 

Changes Legislative Vote  Requirement  to  Pass  a  Budget  or Raise  Taxes  from Two-Thirds to  a  Simple

Majority. Initiative Constitutional Amendment.

Changes the legislative vote requirement necessary to pass the state budget, and to raise taxes, from two-

thirds to a simple majority. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal

impact  on state and local  government:  Unknown state  fiscal  impacts  from lowering the legislative vote

requirement for spending and tax increases. In some cases, the content of the annual state budget could

change and/or state tax revenues could increase. Fiscal impact would depend on the composition and actions

of future Legislatures. (09-0037.) 

TO THE HONORABLE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CALIFORNIA

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified voters of California, residents of                                                  County

(or City and County), hereby propose amendments to the Constitution of California and petition the Secretary of

State to submit the same to the voters of California for their adoption or rejection at the next succeeding general

election or at any special statewide election held prior to that general election or otherwise provided by law. The

proposed constitutional amendments read as follows:
SECTION 1. Title. 

This measure shall be known and cited as "The California Democracy Act."

SECTION 2. Findings and Declarations.

All legislative actions on revenue and budget must be determined by a majority vote.

SECTION 3. CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION ARTICLE 4, Section 12, subdiv. (d) is amended to read (change in italics):

No bill except the budget bill may contain more than one item of appropriation, and that for one certain, expressed purpose. Appropriations from the General Fund of the

State, except appropriations for the public schools, are void unless passed in each house by rollcall vote entered in the journal,  two thirds a majority of the membership

concurring. 
SECTION 4. CALIFORNIA CONSTITUTION ARTICLE 13A, Section 3, is amended to read (change in italics).

From and after the effective date of this article, any changes in State taxes enacted for the purpose of increasing revenues collected pursuant thereto whether by increased

rates or changes in methods of computation must be imposed by an Act passed by not less than two thirds a majority of all members elected to each of the two houses of the
Legislature, except that no new ad valorem taxes on real property, or sales or transaction taxes on the sales of real property may be imposed.

SECTION 5. Severability

If any of the provisions of this measure or the applicability of any of this measure to any person or circumstances shall be found to be unconstitutional or otherwise invalid,
such finding shall not affect the remaining provisions or circumstances, and to that extent the provisions of this measure are deemed to be severable.

SECTION 6. Conflicting Initiatives

In the event that this measure or another measure or measures relating to their legislative votes required to pass the state budget, increase taxes, or enact or increase fees
shall appear on the statewide election ballot, the provisions of the other measure or measures shall be deemed to be in conflict with this measure. In the event that this

measure receives a greater number of affirmative votes, the provisions of this measure shall prevail in their entirety, and the other measure shall be null and void.

SECTION 7. Conflicting  Law

If, and to the extent, any other provision of California Law is in conflict with this amendment, this amendment shall prevail. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC: THIS PETITION MAY BE CIRCULATED BY A PAID SIGNATURE GATHERER

OR A VOLUNTEER. YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO ASK
New

registration

number REGISTERED CALIFORNIA VOTERS ONLY
This column for

official use only

1

PRINT YOUR NAME                                                                                                   PRINT YOUR RESIDENCE ADDRESS ONLY

SIGN AS REGISTERED TO VOTE                                                   PRINT YOUR CITY                                                           ZIP     

DECLARATION OF CIRCULATOR (to be completed after above signatures have been obtained)
I, (print legal name) ________________________________________________, am registered to vote  or am qualified to register to vote in  the State of California.  My

residence address is: (Print your residence address, city, state, and ZIP)                                                                                                                                                       .

I circulated this section of the petition and witnessed each of the appended signatures being written. Each signature on this petition is, to the best of my information and
belief,  the  genuine  signature  of  the  person  whose  name  it  purports  to  be.  All  signatures  on  this  document  were  obtained  between  the  dates  of  

_____________________ and _____________________. 

 (start month, day, year)        (end month, day, year)
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the forgoing is true and correct. 

Executed on ___________________________, at _______________________________________

           (month, day, year)                           (Print  City and State of signing)

                                      ___________________________________________________

(complete signature indicating full name of circulator including middle name or initial).

Auth 121809        [           ] [           ] [           ] [Dates of circulation, printed name, and residence address must be in circulator’s own hand.]



INSTRUCTIONS & FOLLOW-THROUGH INFORMATION for single-signature 
petition: Write only in the following areas and stay within those areas. Otherwise, the 
petition may be disqualified. 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING IN PETITION & MAILING IT 
 

1. Write in your county in the blank 13 lines down on the petition 
2. Print your name, street address, city and zip and sign in the registered voter 

section of the form 
3. Print your legal name, residence address, city, state and zip code in the 

Declaration of Circulator box at the bottom of the petition and sign and date it 
4. Fill out the contact information on this sheet so we can notify you if there are 

problems and ask you to correct them or redo your petition 
5. Mail to: (it doesn’t really matter which one, just pick one) 
 

In Northern California: 
California Democracy Act   
2415 San Ramon Valley Rd #4416  
San Ramon CA 94583   
 
In Southern California: 
Californians for Democracy 
P.O. Box 33 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 
 

CONTACT INFO IN CASE YOUR PETITION NEEDS TO BE REDONE: 
Name  
Best Phone:  
Email:  
DO YOU: 
WANT TO RECEIVE INFO ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN? ___YES  ___NO 
STAY INVOLVED IN HELPING THE CAMPAIGN? ___YES  ___NO 
 
This website is http://www.ca4democracy.com 
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